ENDS AND MEANS

know it, contains certain elements of the rational, laboriously
incorporated into its structure by patient human effort;
among the things that are, some are tighter than others.
Accordingly, plain common sense demands that, when
we niake reforms, we shall take care to preserve all such
constituents of the existing order as are valuable. Nor is
this all* Change as such is to most human beings more
or less acutely distressing. This being so, we shall do
well to preserve even those elements of the existing order
which are neither particularly harmful nor particularly
valuable, but merely neutral. Human conservatism is a
fact in any given historical situation. Hence it is very
important that social reformers should abstain from making
unnecessary changes or changes of startling magnitude.
Wherever possible, familiar institutions should be extended
or developed so as to produce the results desired; principles
already accepted should be taken over and applied to a
wider field. In this way the amount and intensity of
opposition to change and, along with it, the risk of having
to use measures of violence would be reduced to a
minimum.
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